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SUB J : RETIRED SENIOR U.S. MILITARY OFFICERS ADVISING 
MORROCANS 

1 . DEPARTMENT INFORMED JULY 1 1 BY GENERAL C. J. DOUGLAS 
(USAF RET) THAT HE AND GENERAL ROBERT LAVELLE (ALSO USAF 
RET) HAD BEEN INVITED ON SHORT NOTICE BY KING HASSAN IN 
EARLY JULY TO CONSULT WITH HIM ON VARIOUS MILITARY MATTERS 
RELATED TO SAHARA CONFLICT. DURING JULY 13 MEETING IN 
DEPARTMENT, DOUGLAS PROVIDED FOLLOWING DETAILS. 

2. INVITATION WAS PERSONALLY DELIVERED BY AHMED ASSA, SAID 
TO BE HISTORIAN OF SYRIAN ORIGIN AND CONFIDANT OF KING'S, 

ON A WEDNESDAY (PRESUMABLY JULY 5). FOLLOWING DAY GROUP 
COMPRISING LAVELLE, DOUGLAS, THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 177997 

DENT FOR MARKETING OF PAGE ENGINEERING, AND A LEBANESE 
FORMER MILITARY OFFICER NAMED MOUNIR SAADI WHO NOW EMPLOYED 
BY PAGE, FLEW TO PARIS WITH MOROCCAN ESCORT. FROM PARIS 
ON FRIDAY THEY WERE FLOWN TO MOROCCO IN MOROCCAN GOVERN- 
MENT AIRCRAFT. 

3. IN SUBSEQUENT MEETING WITH KING AT FEZ, HASSAN REQUESTED 
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GROUP'S ASSISTANCE IN FOLLOWING AREAS: (A) RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS ON METHODS AND EQUIPMENT (SENSORS AND COMMUNICATIONS) 

TO PREVENT POLISARIO INFILTRATION OF MOROCCO AND MAURI- 
TANIA; (B) ADVICE ON ECM GEAR WHICH WOULD PROTECT F-1S 
AGAINST SAM-6 AND SAM-7; AND (C) ADVICE ON SUITABLE 
AERIAL PLATFORM FOR RECONNAISSANCE. 

4. AFTER TWO-DAY TOUR OF SAHARAN THEATER WHICH INCLUDED 
INTENSIVE BRIEFINGS BY MOROCCAN COMMANDERS AT AL AAIUN 
AND SEMARA, AS WELL AS 500-MILE OVERFLIGHT OF SAHARAN 
TERRAIN, GROUP TOLD DLIMI IT COULD NOT GIVE THE KING PRO- 
POSALS IMMEDIATELY. IN A LETTER LEFT FOR THE KING GROUP 
PROPOSED IT BE GIVEN 90 DAYS TO WORK UP A PROPOSAL AND 
STATED IT WOULD EXPECT TO BE PAID DURING THIS TIME. 

LAVELLE AND HIS ASSOCIATES NOW AWAITING MOROCCAN RESPONSE. 

5. DOUGLAS EXPRESSED REGRET THERE HAD BEEN NO DISCUSSION 
WITH DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO DEPARTURE, PLEADING PRESS OF 
TIME, NOR WITH EMBASSY IN RABAT, EXPLAINING THAT GROUP 
MEMBERS WERE "CAPTIVES" OF THEIR MOROCCAN ESCORTS. 

DEPTOFFS OUTLINED U.S. POLICY ON SAHARAN CONFLICT EM- 
PHASIZING U.S. NEUTRALITY AND REFUSAL TO SELL WEAPONS TO 
BE USED FOR SAHARAN OPERATIONS. POINT MADE AND ACKNOWL- 
EDGED THAT MUNITIONS AND EXPORT CONTROL LICENSES WOULD NOT 
LIKELY BE AVAILABLE FOR ANY U.S. EQUIPMENT LAVELLE AND 
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HIS ASSOCIATES MIGHT RECOMMEND BE USED IN THE SAHARA. 

6. WEAPONS NOTES: DURING DISCUSSION WITH HASSAN HE SAID 
FRENCH HAVE OFFERED TO MAKE GAZELLE HELICOPTER AVAILABLE 
ON 30-DAYS NOTICE WHILE STATE DEPARTMENT AND U.S. MANU- 
FACTURER SAY COBRAS COULD NOT BE FURNISHED FOR TWO YEARS. 

HE STATED PREFERENCE FOR COBRA BUT IMPATIENCE WITH DELAY. 
GROUP SAW F-5 HASSAN SAID HAD BEEN STRUCK BY SAM-6 AND 
BELIEVES MISSILE WAS SAM-7. AIRCRAFT MANAGED TO RETURN 

TO BASE. DURING VISIT TO AL AAIUN THERE WERE FIVE F-5 
AIRCRAFT AT AIRPORT. DESPITE LAVELLE S REQUEST FOR LOW 
LEVEL LOOK AT SAHARAN TERRAIN, MOROCCAN PILOT WOULD NOT 
DESCEND BELOW 13,000 FEET, STATING FLIGHT AT LOWER ALTI- 
TUDE WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLY DANGEROUS. CHRISTOPHER 
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